
USEFUL INFORMATION FOR MAJORS’ FAMILIES on BTSN, of students taking
SPANISH 2 w la Profesora Martin. EXCITED TO TEACH YOUR CHILD!!!

Course Title: Spanish 2

Resources: Teacher created materials + Teacher selected materials, + genuine

realia for a more life-like-real-situation experience. Avancemos Textbook is a
resource to be shown in class electronically, and exercises will be uploaded, along
with various online interactive games, activities, and exercises, as we have already
exposed your learners in class, with great success.  Among the material presented
to our learners, there would be YouTube Videos, Pinterest, TedTalk, EdPuzzle,
Quizlets, Quia, PearDeck, Kahoot, PPT, Google Docs, text, audio, images. Individual and Collaborative
Projects will be assigned, etc.  Resources provided as well by your own children in a flipped classroom
environment.  The Internet, certain dictionaries, and certain approved sites.

Grading: 10% homework, 40% classwork, 50% final assessments/ projects.

The highest weight is given by final assessments as vocabulary quizzes, and solid projects and I want
them to do well.  I get every day an idea of how your child performs and is advancing based on my daily
observation of what s/he does in the classroom. Classwork is key, too. If the largest portion of each block
class, students are engaged and on task, homework is just a review, when nothing is specifically assigned.

Communications with Parents: I will use my work email, which is mlmartin1@fcps.edu, to

communicate with parents, and would like to be contacted that way as well.  I am wide open to meet
parents in person right after my 7th or 8th period. Allow me to include my school signature that includes
the Classroom Location and Phone Number. Additional One-on-one time with students or Office Hours:
Once a week, upon request. The date will be designated by the teacher and options for students to sign
in will be provided.

o Teaching Philosophy: Teach to the middle group, have patience to go over and go around
to cover everyone so no one falls behind, have activities for those who got it faster and need
further stimulus. I aim to have them find the error in faulty versions presented to the class. No
one is to be embarrassed. As a facilitator myself, I will use these opportunities to either reinforce
all good answers, and / or point out the weakness of an answer as an invitation to self-correct.  I
believe showing errors made by others, as making them are learning opportunities, such as tests
and test preparations as well.  Though the jury is out in instilling competition, I love it, and feel
students too, so there is constant Q&A, when we brainstorm, assessing prior knowledge, as well
as after a lesson, and before testing, etc. In other words, multiple opportunities are created to
reinforce knowledge and keep it moving.

o We will use Flip classroom, so sometimes the students will prepare work based on some
clues and later, be exposed to the rules and lesson.  In a Student-Centered environment,
sometimes the student is exposed to the TEXT and in a Socratic manner, is encouraged
to discover independently, the things s/he already knows by using cognates, root words,
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context knowledge, pictures, audio files, and past experiences, etc., and as such,
students buy-into the learning, a bit better.

o Teaching Methodology: Communicative approach, Socratic Learning, some
project-based-learning. I encourage students as a collective group after having worked
independently or in a team, to be ready to share answers verbally. In this manner, they will gain
ownership of their own learning and either have their answers serve to reinforce their
knowledge and those in class who thought equally, and /or provide an opportunity for
self-correction, and to have matters clarified for other classmates.  I get excited and expect loads
of interest by your children in my classes.  That is a bit unrealistic but applying humor, flexibility
in “how to”, and diversity in the material presented and what is to be accepted, I am hoping it
will create more interest.

o We will use Flip classroom, so sometimes the students will prepare work based on some
clues and later, be exposed to the rules and lesson.  In a Student-Centered environment,
sometimes the student is exposed to the TEXT and in a Socratic manner, is encouraged
to discover independently, the things s/he already knows by using cognates, root words,
context knowledge, pictures, audio, past experiences, etc., and as such students buy-into
the learning a bit better.

o We have worked hard in building a learning community since 8/23/21 and as such I have
encouraged students to familiarize themselves with each other, by face, name, seating
arrangements, particular data, and some special particulars.  We can’t grade
participation in isolation. But please know, I am encouraging your children to reply orally
quite often to multiple stimuli.

Classroom Supplies: a charged computer daily, individual earphones to be used along with

lessons, not to take their phones out, in fact the temptation for some is so great, they will be collected at
the beginning of class.  A notebook where they can take notes, answer questions, do assignments, work
on projects, as well as leave a second half to build a glossary of new words.  Loose paper or a notebook
sufficiently thick to allow some pages to be taken out if spiral type.  I suggested 2 color pens, pencil,
eraser, and whiteout liquid. Computers need to come to school fully charged; if batteries are an issue,
students should bring their chargers.  I have a few electric surges in class to share.  If a student already
possesses a bilingual dictionary, they should bring it, though we have various means to find words in a
meaningful way as well.

Stressing Healthy Habits: We encourage students to bring and use their own supplies, to stress

healthy habits.  Similarly, remind them that masks should cover their noses, and if after lunch could not
stop at the bathroom to wash their hands, to use the hand sanitizer returning to the classroom.  I have
been very lenient about bathroom and water breaks and even Counselor visits, but the same student



can’t be asking for those types of breaks daily, or in a consecutive manner, should find ways to use the
bathroom during lunch and /or during classroom changes.

Logistics:

Bathroom breaks can’t be a daily occurrence and they are to be kept short unless special
circumstances.

Before receiving their agendas, students wishing to use the bathroom, have requested
permission politely from their seats and once granted, have been asked to complete a
pass found by the door where a pen is also kept.  Avoid the first 15 and last 15 minutes
to request bathroom breaks, please.

It is a MUST for students to bring their agenda daily, so important notes, homework and
bathroom passes can be used in that manner.

Students are encouraged to make wise choices when asked to see the nurse.

Phones, when not used for class, are to be kept out of sight.

Students have been assigned seats and those should be respected, until the teacher/facilitator
makes changes.

Backpacks go under the student desk, or on the short bookshelf in the back of the room cleared
for that purpose, so the teacher/facilitator can freely walk, while checking individual or group
work and giving feedback, as well as when the students are asked to stand up to share, and/or
have to engage in collaborative activities with members of other team tables.

Each table has a designated leader, that role will rotate but that is the
student who encourages the others to refocus and make better choices.

Each table has been assigned a numbered textbook copy which is housed by the AC unit, is to
be treated respectfully, and should be returned from where it was first collected when done,
and/or class is over.

If we use project paper, markers, loose paper, it is expected, desired, that each table collects
their effects and properly clears their station before leaving😊!

Rules of Engagement:

o Be respectful, with yourself, your teacher, your classmates, your team members, and the
school furniture.

o Show respect to the fact everyone is entitled to learn in a peaceful and positive
environment conducive to learning.

o Follow directions, come prepared, engage!



o Try your best!
o Role model constantly what will help you learn more, by using the target language for any

exchange with classmates or teacher. USE SPANISH MORE!!!

ANCILLARY BUT HIGHLY RELEVANT INFORMATION for 2021-2022

SCHOOLOGY

As an FCPS Secondary Teacher, using Schoology, as our Learning Management System, I am required to
see my Google FCPS address as well; here is where students assignments get to me,
mlmartin1@fcpsschools.net. This email will not accept non FCPS Google Members, so parents are best to
contact me through the fcps.edu address.  At the moment, I am not checking my Schoology email.

Here is another way I am asynchronously communicating with parents: Through your children’s

Schoology Online Course.

I have it divided in three main folders

Start Here: Syllabus and links to resources and friendly classroom rules reminders, and recommended
sites to visit to reinforce learned material (In Progress)

Current View: When we do use our computers, students / and parents will see the links and activities
expected to work on that day.

Completed Materials: Where students and parents can visit, and review material already covered. Some
material is completed in class individually and corrected collectively.  Some activities are rendered back
to the teacher directly to be graded.

I found it advantageous to collect all work to be completed under a folder, which I will assign a
descriptive name and use the date.  If we don’t get to complete an online activity, I might still group it in
the folder of the date for which it was originally created but feel free to bring it up to class when needed.

Mati Martin
Spanish Language Teacher, HS
MVHS, Room E211
(703) 619-4383
Mlmartin1@fcps.edu

“En el estudio no existe la saciedad.”

Erasmo

Majors achieve and thrive together with purpose and pride!
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