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IB MISSION STATEMENT
The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable, and caring young people who help to create a
better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. To this end the organization works with
schools, governments, and international organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education and
rigorous assessment. These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate, and
lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right. 

IB LANGUAGE A: LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE HL
In this course, students study a wide range of literary and non-literary texts in a variety of media. By examining
communicative acts across literary form and textual type alongside appropriate secondary readings, students will
investigate the nature of language itself and the ways in which it shapes and is influenced by identity and culture.
Approaches to study in the course are meant to be wide ranging and can include literary theory, sociolinguistics, media
studies, and critical discourse analysis among others. In the course, students explore three areas of exploration:

Readers, writers and texts
Non-literary texts are chosen from a variety of sources and media to represent as wide a range of text types as
possible, and works are chosen from a variety of literary forms. The study of the non-literary texts and works focuses
on the nature of language and communication and the nature of literature and its study. This study includes the
investigation of how texts themselves operate as well as the contexts and complexities of production and reception.
Focus is on the development of personal and critical responses to the particulars of communication.

Time and space
Non-literary texts and literary works are chosen from a variety of sources, literary forms and media that reflect a range
of historical and/or cultural perspectives. Their study focuses on the contexts of language use and the variety of ways
literary and non-literary texts might both reflect and shape society at large. The focus is on the consideration of
personal and cultural perspectives, the development of broader perspectives, and an awareness of the ways in which
context is tied to meaning.

Intertextuality: connecting texts
Non-literary texts and literary works are chosen from a variety of sources, literary forms and media in a way that
allows students an opportunity to extend their study and make fruitful comparisons. Their study focuses on
intertextual relationships with possibilities to explore various topics, thematic concerns, generic conventions, modes
or literary traditions that have been introduced throughout the course. The focus is on the development of critical
response grounded in an understanding of the complex relationships among texts.



Link to the IB Language A: Language and Literature Guide: http://tiny.cc/LLGuide

IB Language A: Language and Literature HL I: Year One Overview

Unit Details Notes

1
Getting to Know You

Essential Questions:
● What do you know?

○ What constitutes a text?  How does a reader analyze a text?
○ What constitutes effective writing?
○ What is the purpose of studying literature (fiction and nonfiction)?

Start of year

2
Growing Pains

(coming of age & community)

Essential Questions:
● How does social culture inform one’s sense of self?
● How does immigrant culture contribute to a dichotomous self-identity?
● How does familial culture inform one’s self-identity?
● What impact does family have on our sense of self at different stages of life?

Anchor Text: The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri

(Q1-Q2)

3

The Anatomy of Self
(self & society)

Essential Questions:
● To what extent do we inherit or receive our identities? How do the legacies of

older generations influence our identities?
● In a culture where we are bombarded with other people trying to define us, how

do we make decisions for ourselves?
● When a person’s individual choices are in direct conflict with his/her society, what

are the consequences?

Anchor Text: The Crucible by Arthur Miller

(Q2)

4
Ghost Stories

Essential Questions:
● How do binary understandings of good/evil, women/men, wealthy/poor inform

cultural and social norms and behaviors?
● How is each of us connected to the past? How has history influenced who we are?
● What does it take to forgive?

Anchor Text: Pedro Paramo by Juan Rulfo

(Q2-3)
Students will
record their
Individual
Oral during
Q3.

5
A Word is Power

(the power of voice)

Essential Questions:
● How can literature serve as a vehicle for social change?
● When should an individual take a stand against what he/she believes to be an

injustice? What are the most effective ways to do this?

Anchor Text: Counting Descent by Clint Smith

(Q4)
Students will
work on the
first draft of
their HL
Essay this
quarter

IB Language and Literature Assessments
Assessment Time Frame
Individual Oral
(Internal Assessment) Junior Year, Spring 2022

HL Essay
(External Assessment) Draft due Junior year, Spring 2022; polished and submitted Senior Year (SY2223)

Paper One
(External Assessment) Senior Year, May 2023

Paper Two
(External Assessment) Senior Year, May 2023

For more information, please review the full syllabus posted to Schoology.

http://tiny.cc/LLGuide

