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(Shift to the Alpha Model) 

(We will send you a photo to insert here)
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My name is Ms. Duchaine

I grew up as an Army brat so I moved around a lot, and I have 4 younger siblings. I 
did graduate from FCPS though. I attended George Mason University for 
undergrad where I received my B.A. in Biology. I also currently attend GMU for my 
masters degree as well, and will be graduating this December. 

This is my first year teaching at MVHS, as well as my first year teaching. I 
currently teach Biology and Environmental Science 
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Environmental Science Curriculum Overview

Welcome to Environmental Science! Environmental Science is a foundational 
science course which integrates biology, earth science, chemistry, and engineering 
to study many components of our environment. Course outcomes focus on scientific 
inquiry, the physical world, the living environment, resource conservation, human 
impact on the environment, as well as legal and civic responsibility. Students will 
focus on data collection and analysis through laboratory experiences and field work, 
including descriptive and comparative studies. Through a variety of learning 
experiences to include career education opportunities, students will gain 
foundational scientific process skills and environmental literacy to engage the 
community and provide diverse points of view about the management of natural 
resources. 

The curriculum consists of 8 units: 
Scientific Inquiry and Earth's Systems            5. The Biosphere
The Geosphere                                                            6. Ecology
The Hydrosphere                                                      7.Earth’s Resources
The Atmosphere                                                        8.End of Year Review
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Recommended Supplies for Class

● Notebook to take notes in
● Folder to hold onto paper copies
● Pencil
● laptop/charger
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Procedures and Routines for the Classroom

Daily procedures in Ms. Duchaine’s class
● When students walk in, they check the front two desks for any papers they will 

need for class that day. 
● If students are absent and they missed a paper assignment, they can find a 

copy with their name on it in the black bin in the back. 
Classroom rules

● Respect teachers, peers, and yourself
● Be Kind
● Be on time
● Advocate for yourself when you are behind or need help
● Don’t talk over others, take turns talking
● Bathroom passes are allowed during independent work time, and students should be 

gone no longer than 5 minutes
In addition, there is no food or drink allowed in science classes.
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Grading and Assessments

 Environmental Science:

Quarter Grades

Mastery 
(40%)

Skills 
(35%)

Practice 
(25%)

Tests

Summative assessments

Culminating activities

Labs

Lab assessments

Lab skills

Activities

Homework

Practice problems

Quizzes
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Attendance

Attendance is taken within the first 10 minutes of class. 
If students are tardy they must get a pass from their designated subschool.
I check attendance again during the last 10 or so minutes of class to make sure 
that it is accurate. 

It is the STUDENTS responsibility to come to me to ask 
for missing/make-up work upon their return from an 
absence


